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FEAR OF THE FEMININE : 
ORIGIN STORYEve

Themes: 
Mythology, Maturation, Equality

FOund in: 
Genesis 2 - 4

Time of writing: 
During/after Babylonian Exile, 6th century BCE

Type of Literature: 
poetry, etiology, wisdom tale

Observations:

The central figure of this story is Eve. 

The majority of dialogue here is Eve’s. 

“Sin” is never mentioned here. 

Interpretations:

This is not a fall from grace, it’s a story of “necessary disobedience, because 
freedom is the one thing God could not build directly into the universe. 
Freedom cannot be conferred. It can only be grasped.” (Van Wolde)

By choosing to eat, Eve makes the continuance of the human species 
possible. Choosing continuation over immortality. Her choice is one for 
reality. (Mieke Bal)

There is no “curse.” Judgements are descriptive, not prescriptive. What 
happens is natural result of their actions. Just “real life.” Reconfiguring of 
creation is not cursing of creation.(Wilda Gafney)

Maturation: What if the ‘adam is a child? (Lyn Bechtel)

Remaining questions:



Cultural cues:

Mythology: Surrounded by neighboring cultures with similar creation stories. 
(Ex: Sumerian goddess of life, “Lady of the Rib.”)

Unique Monotheism: Rejecting of “gods and goddesses” of neighboring 
polythiests, here it is YHWH who creates life.

Humanism: Rejection of sexualiztion of the divine. Empowerment of the human.

Exile Mindset: Written down in time of “scriptural” urgency. Everything is 
busted. What if we don’t continue on? Someone write this stuff down!

Monarchical Influence: System of monarchy influences interpretation. What 
was “equal” must be dominated and dominator.

God language pro tip:

“God” (in Hebrew “YHWH” - the unspeakable name of God, or “‘eloheim”) is 
masculine. Has forever been translated in the masculine “he.” 

“Spirit” (in Hebrew “ruah”) is feminine. Has forever been translated “the Spirit,” 
with no feminine pronouns. 

First action by God: Genesis 1:1   “bar’a” = “he created”
Second action by God: Genesis 1:2  “merechepheth” = “she pulsed”

In beginning, He, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 
formless and shapeless and darkness covered the face of the deep, while She, 

Spirit of God pulsed over the face of the waters.

Literary Awareness:

Poetry: Rhythm, repetition in phrases and words, all has implications for 
interpretation. (Ex: vs. 2:7, 23, 3:16, 17)

Etiology: Explains “why things are the way they are.” Think explanation, not 
condemnation/curse.

Wisdom Tale: A story meant to teach us something. (Ex. Knowledge vs. Wisdom, 
how many errantly believe knowledge leads to being wise?)

Philology: Just over 7,000 Hebrew words in Hebrew scriptures (Old Testament). 
When translated to English, more than 1 million. 
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Genesis 2, 3
7 then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, 

   and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 

        and the man became a living being.

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; 

        I will make him a helper as his partner.” 

22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man 

     he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 

23 Then the man said,

   “This at last is bone of my bones

       and flesh of my flesh;

   this one shall be called Woman,

    for out of Man this one was taken.” 

3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal ...

7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; 

   and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves...

16 To the woman he said,

  “I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing;

       in pain you shall bring forth children,

   yet your desire shall be for your husband,

        and he shall rule over you.”

17 And to the man he said,

   “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife...

       in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life...

20 The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 

21 And the Lord God made garments of skins for the man and for his wife, 

      and clothed them.

SELECTIONS FROM

<<<<<<<<think “earth creature”
Not “man.”

<<<< We might be translating this wrong. 
What if it means “power” instead of “helper”??

<<<< This is the only time this 
word is translated as “rib”

Think: The side of the earth creature was separated, 
and two new creatures came to be, man and 

woman (ish and ishshah).
NOte: “Woman,” not wife.

<<<<<<

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

Same word. Why “pangs” for woman, “toil” for 
man? Think: woman will toil and be pregnant.

<<<ambiguous phrase, Could be more like 
“with him you will rule.”

<<
<<

<<
<<<<<<< similar word

<<<<<<
Chavah: Life woman, the mother of all living


