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Themes: 
Female Heroes, Liminal Space

FOund in: 
Exodus & Numbers

Time of writing: 
Oldest: Exodus 15:20-21 (Song of the Sea)
Compiled 6th Century BCE (exile), Edited 5th Century BCE
    *pro tip: not written by Moses

Type of Literature: 
theological/cultural history (think more “legend”), etiology

Shiphrah & Puah
Jochebed

Pharoanic Princess
Miriam
Zipporah

NO EXODUS WITHOUT HERMiriam the original superwoman

• 1st Prophet ever (not just lady prophet...dudes too)
• Mentioned in more Biblical books than any other woman.
• Her name was most widely used name in New Testament era. All 

those Marys? Those are Miriams. 
• She never marries, nor does she have any children.
• Oldest writing of Exodus story: Exodus 15:20-21, “Song of the 

Sea.” While Moses held the waters open, Miriam led the people 
through in song and dance.

• There’s a fight for authority in Numbers 12. The people refuse to 
move until Miriam is healed and restored. 

• Micah 6:3 references Miriam with Aaron and Moses. 500 years 
later, she is prominently remembered. 

• Jewish tradition includes story of “Miriam’s well.” The Israelites 
have water in the wilderness through Miriam. When she dies in 
Numbers 20:1-2, the people are without water. According to the 
Targumim, Joshua leads Israelites across the Jordan River on the 
one year anniversary of Miriam’s death.

redemptive imagination:
How does Moses know he was Hebrew?

What if...it was Jochebed, singing to him as she nursed him, telling him stories 
of his people, not in spite of the Princess, but with her knowledge. Both of them 
committed to loving this child, deceiving the Pharaoh in preference of life.

What is Miriam doing while Moses is away hiding?
What if...this is where Miriam’s title of prophet comes from. While Moses was 
away, she was serving as pastor to her people, caring for them in slavery, pray-
ing them into hope, teaching them the songs they would sing when they journied 
to freedom.

Moses kills an Egyptian task master. He meets his wife because he defends her. 
Where does his passion to defend and protect the weak come from?

What if...he grows up in a palace aware of his adoptive mother’s deception 
to save him, his birth mother’s choosing servanthood to be with him, his sister’s 
hovering as his protector. His inability to stand by in the face of injustice wasn’t 
ordained at birth. It was trained and taught by the women who loved him.



Origin unknown
Name: Semitic “Beauty”

A midwife to the Hebrews

Origin unknown
Name: Semitic “Girl”

A midwife to the Hebrews

“Because 
the Hebrew women 

are not like the Egyptian 
women; for they are vigorous and 

give birth before the midwife 
comes to them.”

Name: Hebrew, “weightiness,
 honor” of YHWH

Mother of Miriam, Aaron, & Moses

Knows 
she is meant to throw 

her child in the river. Hides 
him, places him in a basket to 

preserve his life.

Watches 
Moses’ basket, 

talks to princess to bring 
Jochebed as Moses’ 

nurse.

Shiphrah Puah

jochebed

Pharaonic 
Princess

MIriam

Name: in Hebrew “bitter-water-woman,” 
in Egyptian “beloved”

Older sister of Aaron & Moses

Zipporah

Daughter of Midianite priest, 
who Moses lives with on the run 

from Egypt.
Mother of Moses’ 2 sons.

When 
God tries to kill 

Moses, she intervenes and 
saves his life, performs the 

function of a priest.

Knows 
the child is Hebrew, 

rescues him and raises him 
as her own (with help from 

Jochebed).

Exodus: Led by Subversive Women
Hebrew people have grown in number. The new Pharaoh doesn’t like so 
many foreigners in his midst. Tries 3 things:
 1 - Forced labor (slavery)
     Hebrews just get stronger.
 2 - Instructs midwives to kill baby boys
     Midwives subvert and cleverly lie.
 3 - Instructs all the people to throw baby boys into the river
     Pharaoh’s own daughter subverts, adopts.

(Name unknown, maybe Bithiah)
Moses’ adoptive mother

New Words:
Liminal Space: The time/space between what was and what will be. 
Transitional time. Women/people without power tend to do well here.

Targumim: Aramaic translations of the Hebrew Bible, that contain more 
than what our copies have. Used in Jewish teaching/tradition.

Pharaonic: We’re talking about the Pharaoh’s daughter. But rather than 
name women based on their proximity to men, we give them differentiated 
names.

She names him “Moses,” says Hebrew for “I drew him out 
of the water.” Nah. Correct Hebrew word would have been 
“Mašuy.” “Mošê” actually means “the one who draws out.”

1st ever “prophet.”
Leads the people through the Red 

Sea, with dancing and drums. 
Miriam’s “well” serves the people as 

they wander in the wilderness. 

Note: This is a super weird story.

Note: This is a super great story.


