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Theology Thursdays

Winter 2019 | Thursdays 6:30 p.m.

When we look at lesser known biblical characters, it’s astounding 
how many of them are female. They are featured prominently 

among our sacred stories, but they are much less likely to appear 
in Sunday School curriculums. In this era of #MeToo, as our world 

awakens to our long-held practice of silencing women, we’re 
revisiting the stories of women who have shaped our faith in the 

shadows of thousands of years of patriarchy. They are normal, and 
heroic, and tragic, and terrifying. These are Her stories.

Details & Locations: VillagePresYA.org/thursdays

Her S tory



Week 1 | January 10
Introduction: All the Bible Ladies

We can name Noah, and Jonah, and Moses, and David. But how many women’s names can you conjure up, 
outside of Mary? We’ll begin this series encountering our own misconceptions, and imagining what we might 

have missed by only internalizing one side of the stories.   

Week 2 | January 17
Fear of the Feminine Origin Story: Eve

Oh, Eve. She ate the fruit, and history has never let her forget it. We’ll read the story, and dig through all the 
layers of interpretation that have been heaped upon her ever since. Gender aside, if you’ve ever found yourself 

with a fruit in your hand, this re-interpretation is for you.

Week 3 | January 24
Prostitutes or Protectresses? Tamar & Rahab

You probably don’t know much about these women. Somehow, none of us do. History has categorized them as 
“prostitutes,” and our learning seems to end there. But their stories are bigger than our retelling of them. Even 

Jesus wouldn’t be here without them.

Week 4 | January 31
No Exodus Without Her: Shiphrah, Puah, Zipporah, & Miriam

You likely know the story of Moses. Burning bush. All the plagues. Exodus to save the Israelite people. But without 
these four women, there would be no Moses. Come learn their stories, and how to say their names.

Week 5 | February 7
The King’s Salvation and Condemnation: Abigail, Bathsheba, & Rizpah

No king is thought of as highly in Judeo-Christian tradition than the great King David. But he might not have 
made it to the throne without Abigail, Rizpah’s tragic insistence saved him from cursing himself, and his assault 

of Bathsheba remained the sin he couldn’t shake. There’s much to learn from the stories of the women who stood 
to make and break the great king.

Week 6 | February 14
Valentine’s Day on the Threshing Floor: Ruth & Naomi

You might have heard about Ruth and Naomi. The book titled “Ruth” lives early in the Old Testament, a short 
four chapters framed as a tale of these two women and their committed friendship. But it’s also story about the 
shrewdness required of women navigating a society that leaves them little room for redemption. Without them, 

there would be no King David.

Week 7 | February 21
For Such a Time As This: Vashti & Esther

The book of Esther is another short, fantastical tale woven into our Old Testament. If we remember anything of 
this story, it’s probably Esther’s beauty and bravery. But before Esther, there was Vashti. When we begin with 

her, this story has more lessons to teach. 

Week 8 | February 28
Hail all the Marys

We end this series with some New Testament reflection, taking another look at Mary Mother of Jesus, and Mary 
Magdalene. Without them, there is no Christmas. Without them, there is no Easter. Why do our gospels root the 

most magnificent parts of our story in the mouths of these Marys? 

© Village Presbyterian Church Young Adult Ministry


