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theology thursdays | Fall 2019 | ConFession in a ChaotiC age

AKA:  creeds•formulas•declarations of faith•statements of belief•articles of faith

The PCUSA Book of Confessions
The Nicene Creed

The Apostle’s Creed

The Scots Confession

The Heidelberg Catechism

The Second Helvetic Confession

The Westminster Standards

The Theological Declaration of Barmen

The Confession of 1967

A Brief Statement of Faith 

The Confession of Belhar

...

Week 1: Introducing Confessions

Jesus said to them, 
"But who do you say that I am?" 
Simon Peter answered, 
"You are the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God."

-Matthew 16:15-16

What do we believe?

What are Confessions for?
Worship.
Defense of what is true.
Instruction.
Catalyst.
Church order.



Confession: To openly affirm, declare, acknowledge or 
take a stand for what one believes to be true.

internal danger

great opportunity

external threat

When are Confessions written?
We write confessions not because it’s a good idea, not because 

we ain’t got nothin’ else to do, but because we must. 

...sense of urgent need to correct a distortion of truth and claim 
the gospel that threatens the integrity of the church’s faith and 

life from within the church.

...some political or cultural movement outside the church that 
openly attacks or subtly seeks to comproise its commitment to 

the gospel.

...the church’s conviction that it has a great new insight into 
the promises and demands of the gospel that is desperately 

needed by both the church and world.

>> belief  Practice <<
A mark of our "reformed" confessions - we don't just say what we believe, we also say what we're going to DO about it.

Every Christian is “confessional.”
"I believe Jesus Christ is Lord."

"We belive..."
The Church adopts a written statement that spells out our 

collective understanding of our one basic confession.

God alone is Lord         of the conscience.
Westminster Confession 6.109
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"We belive
..."++++

Says who?
Provisional Authority

these are the work of limited, fallible, silly humans

Temporary Authority
God is always revealing a new thing

Relative Authority
always under the Bible, through the Spirit

What are Confessions about? 
God.

The Church itself.

The World.

Who dat? >>> 
<<< Who are we? What do we 

believe? What will we do?What the hell is going on? >>>

Church Confessions: A public declaration before God and the world of what a Church believes.


