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The Nicene & Apostle's Creeds
Week 2: The First Confessions

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply 
distressed to see that the city was full of idols. So he argued 
in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and 
also in the marketplace every day with those who happened to 
be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers debated 
with him. Some said, "What does this babbler want to say?" 
Others said, "He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign divinities." 
(This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus 
and the resurrection.) So they took him and brought him to 
the Areopagus and asked him, "May we know what this new 
teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather strange 
to us, so we would like to know what it means." Now all the 
Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their 
time in nothing but telling or hearing something new. 
                                               - Acts 17:16-21

The Apostles' Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
   who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell; 
   the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
   and sitteth on the right hand 
   of God the Father Almighty; 
 from thence he shall come to judge 
     the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
   the holy catholic Church; 
   the communion of saints; 
   the forgiveness of sins; 
   the resurrection of the body; 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
     the Father, the Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
        seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
     eternally begotten of the Father, 
     God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made,
     of one Being with the Father; 
     through him all things were made. 
     For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
        and became truly human.
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
         in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
     who has spoken through the prophets.
     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
     We look for the resurrection of the dead,
     and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Nicene Creed 325 CE

4th Century: Roman Empire & Emperor Constantine

>>Priority! apostolic continuity<<
Baptismal Interrogations
I believe in the Father ...(dunk)
I believe in the Son ...(dunk)
I believe in the Spirit ...(dunk)

>>Priority! Unity!<<

Apostles' Creed (old)
Written down in the 8th century

Council of Constantinople 381 CE

+ Holy Spirit

1-3rd Centuries: Baby Church

What do we do with the Hebrew scriptures? 

• Apostles are runnin around. Spirit is lighting shit on fire. 
Priority = telling the story, gaining believers. 

• Church is growing...growing...growing...wait...who these 
new Christians be? More questions. Answers are hard.

?
? God the Father? God the Son? Is this monotheism?

Athianasius

God and Jesus are made of the same substance. One God!
Winner

• Constantine = ruler of all the Roman empire. 
• He’s taken a liking to these Christians. Ended persecutions. Adopted 

Christianity as religion of the state.
• Problem? Not all Christians agree on all the things.

God is eternally fixed, unchanging. Therefore, can't be involved in creation. So, God must have created the Son, who interacts with creation.
Loser

Arian Controversy:
How are God the Father and 

God the Son related? 

?

Alexandria

?

Old Roman Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty, and in Christ Jesus, his 
only Son, our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit, the holy Church, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the flesh.

Council of Nicea 325 CE

Sabellianism Heresy:
Sabellianism : God is one being, 
experienced in different “modes” 
at different times. First Father, then 
Son, then Spirit. 


