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IN THE SHADOW OF KINGS

Michal
Abigail

Bathsheba

Themes: 
Monarchy: the Problems with Power

FOund in: 
1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings

Time of writing: 
Monarchy years

Type of Literature: 
Political History, Hero Tales

Things to Note:
There are 10 individual, named women who are engaged, married, or having 
children with King David. Michal, Abigail, and Bathsheba are remembered 
as the 3 most important.  

Monarchy, or any established system that preserves power among the few, 
makes life wildly harder for the rest.

Would David have lived to escape Saul’s wrath without Michal? 

Would David have had the courage to continue the fight, after hiding among 
the sheep for so long, without Abigail’s encouragement?

Would the monarchy have survived without Bathsheba giving birth to the 
king, and interveneing in David’s poor planning having not named an heir 
(despite all the heirs)? 

Redemptive Imagination Wonderings:

Tribal time (Patriarchy/Family rule)

S lavery/Egypt (liminal space)

Wilderness Wondering (liminal space)

Judges (system taking shape)

Monarchy



Abigail
1 Samuel 25:2-42 (1 Samuel 30:5, 2 Samuel 3:3)
• Proximity to dudes: Nabal’s wife, King David’s wife, Chalieb’s mother
• Abigail means “father’s joy” or “source of joy”
• 1st married to Nabal, “the fool,” very rich
• David was on the run from Saul, in the same area as Nabal’s shepherds. Asks Nabal for food, as payment for the 

protection he and his men have given to the shepherds/flocks. Nabal says no. David plans to fight.
• Abigail hears of her husband’s refusal, prepares a feast and goes to David. 

• Calls David her “lord” 12 times. Calls herself “slave woman” 6 times. David spares Nabal from fight (death).
• Returns home to a drunk husband. Waits until morning, and tells of what she’s done. Nabal dies 10 days later.

• David marrys Abigail. Abigail, “your servant is a slave to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.”
• Next verse, “David also married Ahinoam of Jezreel...” Abigail is only mentioned again within stories of other wives. 

The good, prudent (loveless) wife

MichaL
1 Samuel 18:20-29, 19:11-17, 25:44, 2 Samuel 3:13-16,  6:20-23
• Proximity to dudes: King Saul’s daughter, King David’s first wife, Palti’s wife
• Loves David, so Saul gives her in marriage despite not being the eldest daughter. 
• When her dad wants to kill her husband, she sides w/her hubs, helps him sneak out the window to escape. (In doing so, 

she loses her love.)
• Saul marries her to Palti since David is gone.
• Later, David enters Jerusalem and demands Michal be brought to him. She comes, with Palti following behind, weeping.
• David dances his way into Jerusalem, and Michal despises him. Says, “How the king of Israel honored himself today, 

uncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants’ maids, as any vulgar fellow might shamelessly uncover himself!”
• Never has any children (understood as punishment for despising David).

Bathsheba
2 Samuel 11-12:1-24, 1 Kings 1-2
• Proximity to dudes: Uriah’s wife, King David’s victim, King David’s wife, King Solomon’s mother
• “Bat-Sheva” Daughter of an Oath/Promise. 
• Married to Uriah, a soldier in David’s army.
• David sees Bathsheba bathing. He demands she be brought to him for sex. Rapes her. Later she sends word she is pregnant.
• David tries to get Uriah off the battlefield (presumably to sleep with his wife, to make him think the baby is his). Uriah is too 

upright, and refuses to leave his post. David has him killed in battle. Bathsheba grieves, then David takes her as his wife.
• God (through prophet Nathan) is pissed at David. As punishment, Bathsheba’s child will die, and David’s wives will be raped 

and defiled publically.
• Bathsheba is devestated by the loss of her child. David consoles her, “lays” with her again, and she gives birth to Solomon. 
• LATER: David is old and dying. He hasn’t named an heir (dope). Adonijah exalts himself as heir and king. But prophet 

Nathan conspires with Bathsheba to ensure Solomon gets the throne. Bathsheba is first in the tradition of “Queen Mothers.”
• 1 Kings 2:19 “...The king [Solomon] rose to meet her, and bowed down to her; then he sat on his throne, and had a throne 

brought for the king’s mother, and she sat on his right.” 

The tragedy of loving a king

Victim, to mother of kings

Commentators remember Michal negatively for this 
scene. What might be a more honest reading of 
Michal's reaction?

She is clever. Why does she use 
this language with David?

W
hat are we to make of her lack 

of voice in the rest of her story?

Commentaries often infer her "going 

with" David's guards as her "consent." 

That's some androcentric BS.

Ummm...who is being punished here?

How's that for divine redemption?


